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1.  Magic in Books & Movies. Texts on Preter-/Supernatural Beings  

2.  “Signs and Bodies” – a Basic Concept of Ferruccio Rossi-Landi’s Semiotics 

3.  On the Materiality of Magical Sign Processes  

3.1. “What’s in the manuscript?” \ “The first spells ever constructed.” – The Process  
of Performing Spells 

3.1.1. “The point where the spells collided.” – On the Corporeal Effects of the  
Craft  

3.1.2. “With a small gesture, she released her spell…” – Movements of Hands  
and Fingers  

3.1.3. “What on earth possessed you to conjure up a griffin, Diana?” – How to 
materialize something out of thin air   

3.2. “Do you have a wand?” – Tools of the Craft  

3.3. “Magic’s not just emotional and mental – it’s physical, too.” — Reactions and 
Changes of the Body
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1. Magic in Books & Movies. Texts on Preter-/Supernatural Beings

Buffy the Vampire Slayer  
1997–2003

True Blood 2008–2014

Southern Vampire Mysteries 2001–2013

The Dresden Files  
2000–2020~

The Vampire Diaries 2009–17 
   The Originals 2013–18 / Legacies 2018–21

The Magicians 2015–2020

Midnight, Texas 2017–18

A Discovery of Witches 2018–22

Charmed  
1998–2005

Shadowhunters 2016–2019
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Ferruccio Rossi-Landi (1921-1985)
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2. “Signs and Bodies” – a basic concept of Ferruccio Rossi-Landi’s  1

 A,  All signs are bodies;  
 B,  Not all bodies are signs;  
 C,  All bodies can be signs. 
 And  
 D,  Signs are not bodies; 
 E,  All bodies are signs.

(Rossi-Landi 1992b: 271, 272)

As speakers of at least one natural language, we all distinguish between 
“signs” and “bodies” to some extent. […] All we need to add at this stage is 
that ‘bodies’ in the widest sense must refer to all conditions of matter, 
including energy, and that ‘signs’ stands for semiosis in general [my 
emphasis]. 

A–C = basic model of materialistic semiotics 
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2. “Signs and Bodies” – a basic concept of Ferruccio Rossi-Landi’s  2

(Rossi-Landi 1975: 65; 1985: 38)
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3.  On the Materiality of Magical Sign Processes

ADoW 1x02, mtDNA chart of a 7th century witch ADoW 1x02, mtDNA chart of her descendant

ADoW 1x03, “You were born to be a witch.” ADoW 1x05, “You have every genetic marker 
we’ve ever seen in a witch.”
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3.1. “What’s in the manuscript?” \ “The first spells ever constructed.”

Mostly, a spell consists of 
— an incantation (vocalized or silent); 
— the intent to cast a spell;  
— and the effect / result.   

Types of spells:  

charm/enchantment,  
jinx,  
hex,  
curse, …  

healing spells, 
protection spell,  
binding spells,  
tracking/locator spells,  
cloaking spells, … 
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 3.1.1. “The point where the spells collided”   

ADoW 1x06, Satu beating the tiny Sámi drum to 
concentrate her power 

HPatDH-2: Harry & Voldemort — the final battle HPatDH-2: Harry & Voldemort — the final battle

You “aim” and “shoot” a spell at somebody;  
if you do not “dodge” or “leap aside” to avoid 
the spell, it will “hit” you –  
the worst is to get “hit squarely in the chest”  
  
However, you can “block”, “repell” or 
“deflect” a spell and it can “rebound” on a 
wall and “bounce back”, or hit an object and 
smash it. 
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3.1.2. “With a small gesture, she released her spell…” 

Buffy 1x03, Catherine chokes Xander

ADoW 1x06, Satu lifts Diana off the ground

ADoW 2x01, Susanna works (with) a candle

True Blood 4x06, Marnie hexes a vampire in prison
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3.1.3. “What on earth possessed you to conjure up a griffin, Diana?” 

ADoW 1x08, Diana kills Juliette with  “witchfire”

ADoW 1x03, Diana summons a “witchwind”  ADoW 1x04, “witchwater” goes back up to the sky

True Blood 4x10, Jesús fights the protection spell
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3.2. “Do you have a wand?”

ADoW 1x08, Diana examines the poppet of her 
ancestor Bridget Bishop

ADoW 2x08, Peter Knox uses his petrosphere to 
threaten Nathaniel and Sophie and the baby

HPatHBP: Harry wins the Felix Felicis potion 

HPatDH-1: Hermione performs a protection spell
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TVD 6x10, Kai siphons magical energy

TVD 4x17, Bonnie Bennett during a ritual Buffy 6x19, Willow with red eyes 

ADoW 2x06, Diana alters a map with her magic

3.3. “Magic’s not just emotional and mental – it’s physical, too.” 1
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3.3. “Magic’s not just emotional and mental – it’s physical, too.” 2

HPatPS: Transfiguration class with a cat — Professor Minerva McGonagall


